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- Thousands storm field at Sox park
Thousands of youths taking part in an onti-disco to your seats.’” Police arrived to confrol crowd bonfires and damaged turf, causing second-gome

rally sworm on field ot Comiskey Park, ignoring that took over the field between games of o postponement, Siories on Poge B and Back Page.
the scoreboard sign asking them to “pleasa return White Sox-Detrait Tigers doubleheader. They set {Sun-Times, Photo. by Don Bierman)
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Fans rampage at Sox park; 2d game put off

By Leon Pitt
and Phillip J. O'Connor

Thousands of young people swarmed onto
Comiskey Park’s playing Neld Wednesday
night between games of a White Sox-Detroit
Tigers twinight doubleheader and refused to
tenve, forcing postponement of the second
pami,

The disturbance occurred during an antls
disco music promotion organized by disk
jockey Steve Dahl of radio station WLUP-
M, with White Sox co-operation. About
50,000 fans, the largest crowd of the season,
had packed’ the park and 13,000 to 15000
were milling obout outside ut the time,

AL least six peoplo sulfered minor injuries.
More than 50 were arrested and placed in
palice squadrols near the park at 389th St
and Shiclds, but were relessed after about an
hour. Thirty-nine others wern imken in
squadrols 1o police headgquarters ut lth and
State, where they were expected (o he
churged with disovderly conduct,

MAYOR BYRNE STOPPED by the purk
while the distarbance was in progress, lead-
ing to teports that her car had been sur-
rounded.

However, her press secretary, William
Griffin, said, “The mayor stopped by the

park for n few minutes, basically to sve
what was going on. Some people came over
1o her ear to talk to her. Sho talked to them
for & while and then left. There was no
problem.”

Fang had been admitted to the park's goen-
eral-admission section for 98 cents and a
disco record. Dabl had worked with Michael
Veeck, n member of the White Sox promo-
tinn dipartment and son of White Sox presi.
dent BUL Veeck, on the special promotion,

Records were thrown onto the playing
fieid as early as the fifth inning of the first
pame, Police ciosed off the 31st and J5th St
exits ot the Dan Ryan Expressway at one
point in an stiempt to keep even more par-
sons from arriving at the ball park,

IN THE BREAK between games, Dahl
pathered thousands of the disco regords and
packed them in n large wooden hox in center
fleld. After denoucing the popular dance mu-
sie, Dahl detonated an explosive that sent
pieces of the records flying across the tield,

Shortly alter that, a handful of youths in
the center-field stands jumped onto the play-
lng Ueld. They were followed by hundreds,
then thousands of others.

The demonstrators set small bonfires from
piles of record pleces, threw firecrackers and
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Maurce Gumur. 20, nl 2450 W. Monroe, &
fan who was in the grandstand section, said,
“They wero golag to let the fans get on the
field and dance. That was part of the antl-
disco program. However when the fans got
on the field, they refused to leave,

“SOME PEOPLE TRIED to bust into both
dugouts. 1 believe some equipment was sto-
len. Then they set fire to some records in
center fiekd. A lot of these people did not ap-
pear to be- basebhall fans, Some of them
inoked fike they just came 1o the park 1o
start trouble”

Cindy Siettner, 18, of 4017 N. Springfield,

‘sald: "We'vo been waiting here since 5

o'clock. There wors thousands of people
walting; the lines were four hlocks long.
People In the crowd threw Frisbees and re-
cords. I'm surprised someone wasn't hurt”

Cyuthia Lonergan, 26, who sald she lives
on the South Side, added, “They should nev-
er have let that many people in. It was really
dangerous. 1 was afrald of being cryshed.
The whole field was filled with people.
There was standing room only in Uhe Stamds.
He [Dahl] wanted to become popilir. He
wants people (o come out and have
time. But T'm sure If he knew Uiis wauing
u; happen, be wouldn't have played lg'e 10
night."

The eleder Veeck later announced that the
socond game would be played S . 0
part of a doubleheader and that tickets from
Thursday night would be honored as rain
checks, =

Officers from the Chicago police special
operstions group, wearing bing helmets with
face visors and carrylng rlot batons and
plain-clothes tactical teams oventually
cleared the field.
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Tlgers want Sox to forfeit

Cantinued from Hack Page

Yappy by pluying the second gnme, Assistant
wipervisor Nestor Chylak disagreed and be-
gan arguing loudly with Veeck,

Undsunted, Yeack got on the phone with
MacPhatl und told hint be wanted Lo play the
game. MacPhall said no. Veeck demanded 1o
have It in writing.

Voeck walked oul to the fiold, took the
microphone and told the fans the second

Bume would be made up 46 part of a Sunday
dopblehcoder,

“RAIN CHECKS and tickel stubs will ba
honored Suturday and Sunday," said Sox
business munager Rudle Schaffer,

Hut Aniterson refased (o ncoept the ded-

“1 don't eare whi he (Phillips) got ap-
pm\rll from," sald Anderson, whose Tlgers
are not scheduled to return to Chicago this
year after Sunday. "There will bo oo second
game Sunday. We won't make it up.*

Horror at Comiskey Park

Continued from Back Page

In a scheduled twi-nlght doubleheader,

1 told my wile 1o go to the press room and
stay there,

All the signals of tmminent riot had been
{lashed during the first game. Hundreds of
phionograph recordd were salled onto the
playing tivld. Some were almed ot Detroft
plavers. Some were almed at White Sox
players, Fireworks wemn tossed onto the
theld. Some wers thrown toward Detrolt
playere

The Jield win ltterod with troah. Mems
bers of the grounds crow and batboys ran
jnto the outfinld to clear the mabble, Thelr ef-
forts wire rewarded with more showers of
Irash.

It was "Teen Night" an event thit wai
meant to be joyous und memorable, Sox
masagement and WLUP-FM radio added &
special touch, It alio would: be "Disco Demeo-
livion Night" & promotion that cams out o
the fertile mind of WLUP disk jockey Stove
Dkl

THE YOUNG PEOFLE OF the Chicago
area were invited to demollsh disco records,
Thise who hrought a recon lor the purpose
wore mdmitted to the park for 98 centa,

Dahl must wish he hod thought of some-
thing else. For thousands i the crowd de.
mollshing a record was nol enough,

The hightight of the between-games core
mony was to hiuve been the blowing up of all
the disco records that had been tossed inlo i
huge box in deep center field,

Large lireworks were touched off In &
mow in front of the box. Then & Mreworks
"bomb™ within the box was detonated, That
was supposed to be the end of it

Instead it was the beginning of the horror.
When the disco records exploded, young
men and young women left thelr places In
tho lower deck.

Doend rans into the feld. Hundreds. Then
thoasands,

THE WHITE SOX. SECURITY force—tha
men in the yellsw Juckels—wera helpless
spningt whit had bécome 3 mob, *We had
ahout 30 men here,” o member of the sscuri-
Iy force said, (David Schaffer, director of op-
erations  lor the Sox, waid later, however,
that skcurity had been beefed up (045 men
ity antlelpation of a large crowd.)

‘Down the right-field line, George
Schwurtz, a chief of the Frain security
uards, virually was under siege,

It can be sald that the majority In the mob
were exhibitionlsts, They came not to watch
baseball but to be seen. They slid Inte the
bases. They set in the infield.

But hundreds of them were out there 1o do
what they do best—destroy

THEY TORE TURF FROM in frant of tha
Pitchors’ mownd. They ripped grass from the
fringn of the tnfield In front of shortstop.
They smashed out large seotions of the wire
fence In the plenle ares and Bullpen 11, din-
Ing rooms undeér the leftfeld stamis

A moron grabbed a hose that is used to
dampen the fleld, turned i on and - directed
the spray into the right-field area. At 9:08
men ol the police depariment's tuetical force
ran ontothe field. The cops heard somnthing
rare in thelr rough buslness. They wers
cheerod, A tremendols echoing cheer went
up from the fang wiht had remalnéd In the
stands,

Within five minutes the police had the sit-
uatlon in control, with the exception of &
few stragghers.

Maost of the rioters ran for the stands as
soon an they saw the police, equipped with
riot helmets snd flourishing night eticks,

THE COPS DEALT QUICKLY with all but
thosa few who resisted. One policeman pat
his
who chose 1o be combative. Other cops used
fjudo holds to convince the elotous,

Very litthe more than a show of police
force was necessary,

The police, nbout B0 men, were under the
command of Deputy Chiel Charles Pepp of
the Specinl Operations Group and Lt. Robert
Rejily of the ball park detail.

Men of eight district tactical units hod
been alerted early in tha evening to be in riot
uniform, Most arrived outside the park, to
reinforce thie ball park detail, at ebout 740

pm

The alert had been sounded by Capl. Jo-
seph Mullen of the Ninth District (Deering
station, a few blocks trom the park.) “1 was
driviiyg In the district at 6 o'clock and could
sen what wan doveloping.*

QUESTIONS WILL BE ASKED why the
tnctical units and the district palice did not
enler the park earller. 1t ls & depiartment reg-
ulation that even the men of the detall as-
gigned 10 the purk do rot go In until request-

Th! chll was sounded by Rudie Schaffer,
ger of Lhe ball club,

Schwartz, whose post is at the visi
hullpen, tried o stem the surge of hoodluma
bl wasn grabbed and pummeled, A Fraln
usher ran toward short center field, trying 1o
summan ald for Schwartz. The yellow Jack-
eted security men could not help, They had
hundreds of yvouths swirling around them,

Calendar

Wo must keep H mind that most of those
who rioted. wern not “Kids." Most wire
young adults,

When they (inally grow up, Il they ever
grow up, they may fesl a sense of shame.
They brought horror to haseball in Chicagn.
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Wetnt to ko whio's hot and who's not? Who's been filling the
stands and who's been emptying the bases? Just call Sports
Phone® at (312) 9561313 anytime day or night for the Latest
soores, stmndings, bades and more. l.mltuimg late games and
warly rumors, \ ho's hot? Call Sports Phone right now, Youu

phione knows the score.
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White Sox fans demolish doubleheader

Continued from: Back Page
Nying objects—ihat & flasco was I the makihg, ene that
would render insignificant the Sox' eventiusl 4-1 loss
Thingn became 30 hud that the White Sox were Jocked In
their clubh botwoen g s—for their own proteetion,
“It reminded mo a lttle bit of 10-cent beer night,' said
Sox right fielder Rusty Torres, who spent most of the first
gime dodging disco records, pocket lghters, rum bottles shd
fire crackers. “Excopl there were o lot of streakers and
moon-shooters. That's what | was waiting 1o see next.
"Hut I’y the debris that's bad," said Torres. “You didn't
knuw what the hell's behind you or what was golng to hit
you. And there was fighting all over the place. They weren't
paying ‘any allention 1o e game™

VEECK SAID FOUR TIMES w8 many securily people as
normal were used, but they were no match for the fans,

A tactieal unlt of sbout 25-30 persons did arrive to clear
the field snd attempt o restore order. (INsturbances, al-
though pot on Uye scule of Thursday night's, occurred at
shopping conters when Dahl hnd similar anti-disco demon-
Mrathomg.)

Veeck estinted the crowd 4t 50,000-55,000, the largest

Jazz told to stay put—for now

NEW ORLEANS (AP)—The Natlonal Basketball Assn,
Jaiz has beea torbidden tp sell season tekets, hold training
comips or do anything else simed st moving the team from
New Orieans to Sall Lake City, the mavor's ollice un-
moumced  Thursday:

The prohibitlon was in the form of a temporary restrain-
Ing order tssued Thursday by Judge Thomas A, Early Jr. The
ardir §s in force umil} July 25 when & bearing is scheduled
on A request to require the Jazz to return W New Orleans.

Harly had granted the restraining order and rescinded It

Iy when the pany that runs the Loulsiana Su-
pm.bnmr couldn't post & $7-milllon bond,

Al the time, he scheduled » hearing for Friday on a re-
quest for a permanent injunction against the Jazz moving.

since he took over the team In 1676, He said another 10,000
15,000 fans were turned away, bul many remiined oulsldes
the stadium, So did mounted police.

Dozens of anti-disco banoers hung from both the upper
and lower balconies throughout the first game. Groups af
fans also chanted ohscenilies as the game progressed,

“I's Just an extremely rough crowd,” sald manager Don
Kessinger between games. “The vulgarity of signs and
chantzs . . . It disappoints m."

Ay Dah) began to demolish records, security broke down
and thousands of people poured anio the field. Sox pitcher
Ken Kruvee, who wias warming up on the pitcher's mound
rather Than the sidelines, sprinted for the dugout,

ONE GROUP DRAGGED out the hutl.lug cage and’ de-

stroyed It Another group started a firg in center field. Some-
pody else set fire 1o the base of the Jeft-fleld foul pole, Tt
was quickly extinguished.

Gradually the crowd on the ficld diminished as security
forees reorganized. Bul an late as 45 minutes after the first
pame ended nt least 2,000 fans remained on the field. The
fire In ceater field was petting bigger.

“I don't want to make any comment,” xald Sox second
baseman Alan Hannister. *You couldn't print it anyway."”

Veeck eventually descended from his perch in the press
box and went down to the playing field where he took: cop-
trol of the field microphone snd begped the stragglers (o
tuke rhelr seats.

Veeck alvo started o counter-chant: “Go to your eeats Ga
o your seals, Go to Your seats.”

SATURDAY 1:30 PM .
TOP AMATEURS FROM 34 COUNTRIES COMPETE
IN A VARIETY OF EVENTS:
TRACK & FIELD
BOXING

4:30 PM Bowuu‘;twr
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OPEN

YOU'LL SAY YOU SAW IT ON

@2 GBS
SPORTS

DEAL ON

and receive a

ADJUSTABRLEE

Caalurba!'n smuigpbient adovec b
CUEEE T TR P
o wmma, WV s, i Bumpen e
Amborrl debon vwbile bes Sy
walfastisernd fon rembar, oy
it eatre fhem s lon.
Fovpers v w1y By 15 W
et

T JACKERS *

Amiiite o s bealing atr sdjustable shack
s bwnl bty bisibs. s cors and
trischn. Vs wd s, Hamdlos v

N OO0 enltn poonsds peer pais for
Boiadany besittn o bysilers,

FREE!

But hurry, offer expires JULY 31,1979,

CAP OFF A GREAT

SHOCKS

Buy a pair of these selected Gabriel Shocks

Gab;ielCap.

ETHIDERS "

Thie astjustatibe pasveaipr « a1
shaek that betx ou tume puar
< missprma leiy Tie thee vidde o
st pegilad, firrm ar entia-
Nre Premium, heavy- duty
crmitinetien sl 13/ 16"

This offer good at the following Metro Chicago Jobbers
o sell Gabriel Shock Abserbers

OFFER GOOD ONLY WHILE OUR CAP SUPPLY LASTS.

CHICAGO SUBURBAN SUBURBAN SU.IBUHBAH SUBURBAN
Addizon Deolton Lanaing Bchiller Pa
Mn‘-m MAD Audo Pute Mutes Mart King r-E;wn Shop Bhilies Park #m Supply oo,
Wi Merth Caomn 727 Army Troit Road 10 East Ve Sheet BABE VT B, vl Irulg-:nh Roadl
Hiery's Auts Paits Argo Elmhurst amoni
48 M Dybenn Jend G Avio Sipply Eimtarsl Auto Nl Ao Pt sty
A,‘nwm-'iamm B0 6 Haten ) 474 Sprig Hoad 227 1 Soath Walker 1 N‘r Ol Pk
= Al Halg A Park
Warramns thes P S oo e Lockpart Bafhis AunD Supply
T 110 North Rand Ansd " T A 2 Auto Supply 101 Moty Adiesn Hoad
Weal A'mw: 1o fl &l:l'l 1250 Entl tth Strent 1. K Aule P
3 L sty Sy {30 et Poemarend it
07 W i i i 170 o g o Mumdaleln Wauk ‘
oty Mo Pt Frankiin Park Wiy P& w Ao Pans
1040 Wt Dweraeey Fuyington Partn, e Frawnvickins Frark Auhe Prrs 101 Waastyington 5t
& i 1 247 WL Harthwast ey, inidl Gt A Morton Grove Channs Achimestion
1001 1. Cenrd Avmile i - R 177 Behidars 51,
Vopos tem G L irwriany y Geneva R e—— W -
1 16, Cgeens Ave Destand Auta Parts . ssimont
103 Wost Lake Shwet Aothecker Aute Pans Moshon (ieovm At Prrta Al Auto Fads
South rhank M Harth il Gtoeet BATE Luscoky Avenus 41 K Cam
& hust Parts THT At Party Gilen Eliyn Town & Counity Aot Weal C
LM S Asches BTA0 W, T S Dealtiont Avtp: Paity TI58 Wen! Dunrgster Blieer Tumrwe Junedion Auis Pary
m‘:n:gmn o City 3 Gl 18 Freastn 53 M ltis 1 TH Wesd Wamtngtim
Ciarbois (dge Aud Funy :‘,‘",’:“' B0 A A Half Day Bahnat Auin Tats WI .L" Ao Pt
PLAA W i Di: B e’ Werdd] ol 34 Wiont Cracagt Avone (111
Hgmeni Mot Sorgly 6 Buroham T 45 iind Flo. 21 iy
4 18 Soah G L o Panty Linfieriod " Norridgs INDIANA
it ks Paris 1507 Eurnhum Homeowood ",_.‘:,.m‘ Aty gty Hikitrond
4631 I Catomiie Chicago Etinson Mtceoitive: TRIG W, Lrwronen -
o Auskl) Pty Tagee Acito T Wncorperated Van Sems Aulo Farta
7 Commat AL Wt Lieodn Higwa, 1BA20 Harwood Ayerme Ouk Park G930 Koy Avorun
) 5 4 ¥ Homewood Auta Parts Menih Park Aulo Paity
2745 Wl Gt Bt Cicero ’ B30 Diae Highusy 6139 Weat North Avsusg [ -
Autn Lagyey Al Al Graveymid Palatine B4 Maltan Fd
Y0 Bant P2 Fonat STIS Opftek Ave. ::h., Hahtod Auto Parts Adites Parts Hovea (Hwy, 115 20)
e ] Dea Plalnas ; . . "
Tamt At By AT Aot o purs TS WIS 10 Eam Qe Pond WISCONSIN
e *‘f";_;‘m Haing Aitormilve Supply W A E Aito Eupply 0 & S Munn Pty Datribotors Goreton Auto Replecament ine.
THAN fad ey 1300 M ireet 1014 East 26 Steeet NGW, M4n S, 2801 Foosevell fload |

—— i




t3 ‘Chronology of a riot
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Fams cimbed the wolls when tome 10,000 of
them couldn't get into Comiskey Park because
wshers closed the gater

2 fun-Thney Phate by Dus Blacman
Meanwhile among the 50,000 fans inside, on
estimoted 7,000 swormed over the wall ond
onto the ploying field batween gomes of the
doubleheader.

Sun-Timer Phate by Jech Lanshan
3 A bonfire burns in center field as the erowd throws debris onta
i
Sun-Times Phats by Charles Kirman

Polica ‘shdrtad acrtafing some fams on the fivld, ordering others 4

back o their. seats,
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Police swesp the fiekd in an
elfort to put oul o lire,

Suin Time Fhate
Wy dacs Lamabon

The crowd starts dispersing
from in the infield.

Sox owner Bill Veeck takes
o micophone and  urpes
the crowd to leave the feld
ond retun 1o their seats,

fun-Tima Phaty
By Leck Lansban

Tiger manoger Sparky An- b
derson  warns  umpire:ine
chint Dove Phillips that he
will play the second gome B
under protest. Bill Yeeck
and oncther wmpire stand |5
by The umpires decided 1o ’
call ofl the geme,

Son- Tinan, Phels
LOLCL R ]
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Sparky Anderson always
a tiger on the field
John Schulian, Page 103

S
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Yankees’ Gossage
comes back with a win

Baseball, Page 92

The horror
at Comiskey

Raselall, durlng B Veeck's two administrations at Co-
minkey Park, hes beon many things

Thursday night it was & borror. Not a horror show it an
unmitigated horror.

Iowas the most disgracefol night in the long hstory of
majr leapue baseball o Chicgs.

It became frightening limg before thousands of young peo-
plet manineally ran Into the plaving Oeld ot about 840 pm,

o My wile
B-Il and T were

watching the
middle Innings
ol the first
game from
#onts  behind
the screen tnd
nhove the
dishe that divides opper and lower boxes. Across the aisle
were soven young men who were getting themsalves “up"
for the pvening. Thoy pussed around a bottle of popperming
schnapps, They washed that dows with a bottle of brandy
Some ol them ordered fce cream from i vendor
And they shouted thelr anth:disco obscenlity.

THEY WERE VULGARIANS who came to Comiskey Park
to bo ruffisns.
Thay were not there to wadch the White Sox play Dietrolt

Turn to Page 04

-

fornis or records “St'nrmy ™

wiigther oldies, His sucoess

ABOUT 7,000 Sox fans swarm over the field beiween games at Comiskey Park {Sun-Times Photo by Don Bierman)

SDK owner Bill Vuck phm with umpire Dove Phillips to ploy
the socond goma. (Sun-Times Fhoto by Kevis Horen)

Sox fans demolish doubleheader

By Brian Hewilt

The gimmick turned grotesquoe

Thousands of young fans, lured to Comise
key Park for “Discor Demolltion  Night™
stormied the field hetween pames of u dched.
uled twi-alght doublehvader Thursday night
and forced the cancellation of the second
R

“It"s the most sickening thing I've ever
seen in omy lile,” sald Sox pitcher Rosa
Baumgparten. “1 didn't know people could

Pictures, Pages 100, 102

have such little regard for other people's
safery.”

Alter the 7,000 or %0 funs wern herded
back to their seuts, after order was restored,
the umplres declared the playing conditions
unplayable The pame wis rescheduled tor
Sunday, but Tigers munager Sparky Ander-
son sald hix team woulld only play one game
that day, not a doubleheader. The mudter
was back In the leagoe offiee Friday

THE PROMOTION THAT backlirnd
Thursday night was' the brainchild of Sox
promotions execulive Mike Veeck, son of
president Hill Vesek  In conjimetion with
WELUPEM rattio, Vesek and  dise  Jockey
Steve Dakl deoamed g the antldinen nlitht,
The gimmick culled for BR.cent sdmission lo
anybody currying a diseo rocord.  Duhl,
wearing an, Army surpins helmet and some-
thing that resembled fatlgues, promisl to
blow up (he records belween games

Hut It became appares! as early o6 the
fifth inping—when . records  ware: being
tossed. down to the field slong with wiher
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Tigers want

Sox to forfeit:

By Brian Hewitl

Packed Into the tny umplrex’ room deep
beneath o Comiskey Park under slege were
four umpires, an assistant. Amerlcan Loajue
um;u'n" AUPETVIAOT, AN 0Wner, o mineger and
an_annowncer :

The sahject of thelr heated discussion was
whether 10 eancel [he second game ol o
Thursday twi-night doubleheader that had
been’ delayed by an anti-diseo riot

They had no  ides The decigion ey
reached —which waus to  postpone the
gume—would be unaccrplable (o the Tigers
manager Sparky Anderson, siting on the
other side of a torn-up ffeld stréwn with bot-
tles, exploded cherry bombs and  brolen
dizco records. Anderspn wanted the Sox 1o
swallow a forfelt for the fiasco, which in-
cluded lires burning in the feld,

FIRST, UMPIRING crow chiel Dave Phil-
lips: phoned Americun Leagoa president Loe
MacPhail_ and recommended Macl'?mll post-
pope the second game.

"Our stumtion ix that we are concernes)
with the field and whether it's safe to play,"”
sald Philllps. "“We had o lot of things to be
concerned about. Both teams were intimidal-
od by bombs and bottles: It was & rlotous sit-
uation to begin with"

Sox vwner Bill Veeck didn’t find (L 50 o=
lnndish. “It was o happy crowd, not a medan
crowd,” he safd; and he wanted to keep It

Turn to Page ™




